
Family Vario 900 
 
 
 

Assembly Instructions and Aftercare  
 
Congratulations on purchasing your new SunnCamp � tunnel tent.  If looked after your tent could give 
many years of trouble free camping and enjoyment.  Please read the instructions before attempting to 
pitch your tent and retain for future reference. 
We highly recommend that your tent be insured again st theft and storm or accidental damage.  
Storm and accidental damage is not covered under th e warranty. 

 
  IMPORTANT- CHECK YOUR EQUIPMENT 
 
Before going away with your tent, ensure that you are familiar with the pitching of the tent and that all 
parts are present.  You should familiarise yourself with the tent including any limitations the tent may 
have for your particular use.  A tunnel tent is a portable structure that, under most circumstances, will 
provide comfortable shelter against the elements.  There are however extremes of weather for which 
allowance should be made.  Tents containing a high proportion of synthetic materials are sometimes 
affected by condensation.  DON’T BLAME THE TENT.  
 
POLES 
 
This tent is supplied with X-Flex poles, the most significant advance in large dome tents in recent years.  
They are extremely strong, much stronger than normal poles, but not unbreakable.  Treat your X-Flex 
poles with care and they will give years of trouble free camping. 
 
SEAMS 
 
The Family Vario has its main seams hot air taped to help prevent leakage.  To maximise the tent’s 
weatherproofing it is necessary to treat the remaining seams with a seam sealant.  Seam sealant should 
also be applied to seams where the tape has been damaged, peeled away, or where the taping is 
broken because of tie points, suspension points, etc.  Seam sealant is available from your SunnCamp  
stockist. 



 
SUITABILITY 
 
Position: Sheltered Lowland/Valley 
Weather: Fair/Moderate 
Use:  Temporary accommodation  
 
PITCHING 
 
The Family Vario has a unique two-part design.  It is possible to use the main tent with, or without, the 
supplied sleeping annexe.  The sleeping annex provides two additional bedrooms each for two persons.  
The first part of these instructions is for the main tent which is pitched flysheet first.   Most poles are 
broken during pitching or dismantling.  Make sure enough people are available to erect the tent without 
exerting undue stress on the poles. 
 
1. Ensure that the ground is free of stones and other sharp objects.  You may wish to lay a sheet of 

polythene on the ground to protect your inner tents.  Unpack and spread the flysheet on the ground.  
2. Assemble the X-Flex poles.  It is essential that each pole section is fully inserted into the adjoining 

metal ferrule.  Failure to do so could result in premature pole damage.   
 
 
 
 
 
3. The Family Vario 900 has 5 

poles of the same length. Thread one pole through each sleeve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. In turn, starting at one end of the tent, locate one end of the pole in its retaining pin, on the “ring & 

pin” system, and then push the pole from the other end into its sleeve.  This will create the arc of the 
tent.  Fit each pole end onto its retaining pin.  Position the flysheet, close all zipped entrances, and 
peg down using all the pegging points.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Take the two adjustable metal poles and assemble them.  Adjust the length, using the thumbscrew, 

so that each pole is just slightly shorter than the distance between the first and last X-Flex poles.  
Some models may have a polyester cover (like a very long sausage skin), if so slip one over each 

 

TIP: Get someone 
to help you 

TIP: Ask your helper to 
support the weight in 
the centre. 

IMPORTANT: 
The front panel 
must be in its 
forward most 
position before 
pegging. 



pole at this stage.  Take these poles inside the tent, they will run from back to front on each side and 
help provide stability for this tunnel tent.  At a rear corner of the tent, find the webbing pocket, at 
about eye level, sewn on the inside of the rearmost exterior pole.  Locate one end of the metal pole in 
this pocket and then, using the available adjustment, locate the other end in the pocket at the front of 
the tent. Repeat on the other side.  At each intermediate pole there is a tie tape, securely tie this 
around the metal pole (but don’t pull so hard as to pull the tape off!).  Adjust each of the poles so that 
it is under tension but not so hard that it distorts the shape of the tent. 

6. Take the short fibreglass pole and thread it through the pole sleeve on the outside of the 
wardrobe/larder area.  Attach an aluminium leg to each end and the bottom of each leg to 
the ring and pin at the base of the tent. 

7. Take the inner tents into the flysheet and proceed to hang from the suspension points.   Start 
from the back and work forwards towards the living area.  Attach the base of each inner tent 
to the connection points on the inside of the groundsheet. 

8. Install the organisers, one each side of the main living area and one between the two inner 
tents.  Install the shelf unit in the wardrobe/larder area.  DO NOT PUT MORE THAN 5 
KILOS ON THESE SHELVES. 

9. If the tent is to be used without the optional a nnex then it should be guyed now using all the 
guying points on the flysheet.  Failure to do so co uld result in premature failure.  THIS IS 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT ON A TUNNEL TENT. 

 
ERECTING THE ANNEX 
 
10.Lay the annex flysheet on the ground near the tent.  Ensuring there is nothing for it to snag on, pull 

the annex over the main tent.  You will notice that the front and rear edges of the annex have an 
elasticated flap, one of these should lie over the middle hoop of the main tent and the other should lie 
over the rear hoop of the tent. 

11.Each bedroom area, of the annex, has two poles – both colour coded like the main tent.  Thread 
these poles through the appropriate sleeves on both sides and locate each end in its pin on the pin & 
ring. 

12.Peg the annex, ensuring it is square with the main tent.  Start by pegging the front elasticated flap 
down at each of its ends making sure that the flap is over the pole sleeve. Repeat this with the rear 
flap ensuring that the flap is over the rear pole sleeve.  Peg the remaining pegging points and guy the 
annex and main tent.  It may be necessary to readjust the pegging, particularly the elasticated, flaps 
to get a good seal with the main tent. 

13. Open the side doors, of the main tent, adjacent to the bedroom annexes.  Hang an inner tent in each 
bedroom, starting at the back.  Peg the inner tent squarely in the bedroom. 

 
PEGS 
 
General-purpose pegs are supplied with this tent and suitable in many 
circumstances.  There are many types of pegs available and it is important to use 
the correct peg for the job i.e. sand peg, rock peg.  Your SunnCamp dealer will be 
able to give you advice. 
For maximum performance, pegs should be inserted at an angle of approximately 
45° away from the strain. 
 
TAKING DOWN YOUR TENT 
 
If possible, this should be done when the tent is completely dry.  Reverse the erection instructions.  Do 
not try to pull the poles from their sleeves.  Push the poles from their sleeves.  Fold tent towards open 
doorways to allow the air to escape.  If taken down wet, dry completely at the first opportunity. 
 
PLEASE TAKE EXTREME CARE WHEN TAKING DOWN YOUR TENT  IN WINDY CONDITIONS.  DO 
NOT TRY TO TAKE YOUR TENT DOWN ON YOUR OWN - GET SOMEBODY TO HELP YOU. 



 
 
DURING USE 
 
· Tents containing a high proportion of synthetic materials are sometimes affected by condensation.  

This should not be confused with leakage  and can normally be cured by making full use of the 
tents ventilation and by ensuring that adequate ventilation is available by leaving doorways slightly 
unzipped whenever possible.  To enhance the living area of this tent we have ins talled a roof 
light.  Depending upon conditions and usage, conden sation may form on the window plastic.  
If necessary, wipe the roof light with an absorbent  cloth to remove excess condensation.  

 
· Avoid touching the inside surface of the flysheet when raining.  Any leakage should be treated with 

seam sealant or a suitable reproofing spray. 
 
· Don’t pitch your tent under trees but make use of natural windbreaks like hedges and walls.  Face the 

tent door away from the prevailing wind. 
 
· DO NOT COOK IN THE TENT OR USE NAKED FLAMES.  READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FIRE 

PRECAUTIONS LABEL SEWN INTO THE INSIDE OF THE TENT. 
 
CARE OF TENT 
 
WARNING 
 
Tent fabrics can be weakened by prolonged exposure to sunlight.  Under normal holiday use your tent 
will give long service but use for extended periods in strong sunlight will soon cause deterioration.  In 
those cases it would be wise to use a site as shaded as possible.  UV degradation is not covered under 
the tents warranty.  The warranty does not cover tents used on permanent sites or displays. 
 
Tents are best stored opened out.  Air fully and ensure it is totally dry before packing away.  Store in a 
well ventilated dry place.  A wet/damp tent will develop mildew surprisingly quickly. 
 
Dirty tents can be washed using clean water and a soft brush.  Do not scrub and never use detergents. 
 
Poles should be protected from damage and should be stored completely dry to prevent corrosion of the 
ferrules.  Damage due to improper use, wind damage or neglect is not covered under the warranty. 
 
Look after your tent and it will look after you.  Have any damage repaired at the first opportunity.  Failure 
in the fibreglass poles normally occurs through incorrect use.  Make sure that poles sections are fully 
inserted into their adjoining ferrule and do not over stress the pole beyond its designed curve.  You can 
purchase replacement poles from your SunnCamp dealer or direct from SunnCamp .  Zips should be 
treated with care, use two hands to close and open and do not tread on them.  Never force a zip.  We 
strongly recommend that you carry a comprehensive spares kit including silicone waterproof spray, 
seam sealer, tape for repairing split poles, and spare guy ropes and pegs for extreme weather. 
 
If you have any queries relating to your tent, or its warranty, then please contact the supplying dealer.  

 
 

SunnCamp  is the camping division of Sunnflair Limited 
Chelmsford CM3 5XJ Great Britain 
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